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away, objects, previously seen, disappear from view. But
this being due merely to the closing of my eyes or my
turning them in another direction is no real change in
the things. They are really just as they would have been
if I had continued to look at them.

It is important to notice that in cases of this kind the
mere appearance is not to be identified with any actual
sense-presentation. The appearance is due to a certain
interpretation of the sensible content of perception,
suggested by previous experience. When we see a stick
partially immersed in a pool, the visual presentation
is such as to suggest a bend in the stick itself. Even
while we are denying that the stick itself is bent, we are
thinking of a bend in it. Otherwise the act of denial
would be impossible. This being understood, it is easy
to see that all cases of mere appearance are in principle
analogous to the examples drawn from sense-perception.
Mere appearance exists wherever anything is thought of
as having a character which does not belong to it inde-
pendently of the psychical process by which it is appre-
hended. Unless this character is affirmed of its inde-
pendent reality, there is no error. If a man denies that
two lines are commensurable, or if he questions whether
they are so or not, their commensurableness must have
been suggested to his mind. If the lines are really
incommensurable, this suggestion is mere appearance.
Should he affirm them to be commensurable he is in
error.

We now pass to two important points of principle.
In the first place it should be clearly understood that
mere appearance is a qualification of the object appre-
hended and not of the mind which apprehends it There
is here a complication due to an ambiguity in the term,
appearance. It may mean either the presenting of a
certain appearance or the appearance presented. The last
sense is that in which I have hitherto used the word in
speaking of mere appearance. A stick, partly immersed
in a pool, appears bent in the sense that it presents the
appearance of being bent. The bend is the appearance
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